
MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

December 18, 2017 
  
Call to Order 
Colin Quinn called the meeting to order at 6:01pm on December 18, 2017 in the Town Hall 
meeting room. 
  
Roll Call 
The following members were present for roll call: 
  
E-board Members 
         Kate Bolton, Member 
         Jose Miranda, Member 
         Becky Moller, Member 
         Jim Jim Kirschvink, Member 
Scott Mills, Member 
         Garrett Fitzgerald, Member 
         Patrick Hunter, Member 
         Jason White, Member 
         Sandy Marlin, Member 
  
Town Staff Present: 
         Mark O’Meara, Town Liaison 
         Heather Henry, BOT Liaison 
  
Observers & Guests: 

Sarah Gruen, CORE Representative 
Alyssa Reindel, Guest 
Deborah Evans, Guest 
Kevin Passmore, Guest 

  
Consent Agenda 
Edits on November notes were made, Julia Farwell as absent and therefore did not open the 
meeting; Jim Jim Kirschvink has lived in Carbondale for five years, rather than the noted 16; 
Garrett Fitzgerald is referred to as Gerald. 
  
Motion passed: Patrick Hunter moved to approve the Eboard meeting minutes from November 
with noted edits. Kate Bolton seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. 
  
Eboard History, Bi-laws & Ongoing Projects Update 
Heather Henry shared that there may be a training on Robert’s Rules of Order in January. 
Heather explained that board’s breadth of knowledge and expertise is valued by Council. 
  



The E-board was established by ordinance in 1998. Early E-board efforts were focused around 
herbicides and pesticides. Patrick Hunter shared that E-board focuses have since included 
waste diversion, energy, climate action and outreach and education. Patrick also proposed a 
20th anniversary celebration for the E-board. Garrett Fitzerald volunteered to support efforts.  
 
Colin proposed that the January meeting include a strategic discussion of where the E-board 
will focus efforts in 2018 and commended Patrick for sharing such a rich history of the E-board.  
 
Heather described the two funds that the E-board can access. One is the 2018 E-board budget, 
which includes a fund for Dandelion Day and any revenue Dandelion Day generates. The 
budget will remain at $5,000 in 2018. The other is the bag-fee fund, established by ordinance 
with specific waste reduction-related uses. Traditionally funds have been spent on community 
waste events, like Waste Diversion Day and could be dedicated to a bag ban expansion. 
Heather noted that the E-board has been spending down more than what is brought in annually 
and suggested that the E-board think about sustainable, long-term spending.  
 
Persons Present Not on the Agenda 
Deborah Evans shared the bags she creates using upcycled materials like belts from thrift 
stores and bird seed bags. The bags retail at $28 per bag. Deborah is willing to teach her 
technique to others to provide more reusable bags.  
 
Kevin Passmore shared the bags created at Defiant. They are made with organic hemp and 
cotton from Enviro Textiles in Glenwood Springs. The bags retail at $20 per bag.  
 
Plastic Bag/Reusable Bag Discussion 
Colin Quinn shared that the E-board is considering what an expansion of the bag ban could look 
like and asked, “Do we want to buy some bags and use them as an educational tool?”  
 
Heather Henry shared that the process could involve a E-board recommendation to Trustees 
and a Trustee decision to put this on the ballot for voter approval.  
 
Jose Miranda thought conversations could begin without bags and shared that he has already 
spoken to the Tortillaria, which provides almost 2,000 plastic bags per week to customers. Jose 
proposed how a bag ban expansion could be an economic stimulus. Jose envisioned more 
robust, sustainable textile development using local talent and sewing machines available from 
local organizations.   
 
Heather shared concerns about how the cost impact of switching from paper to plastic bags 
would impact smaller businesses.  
 
Colin suggested that a subcommittee be developed to focus on this.  
 
Dandelion Day 



Alyssa Reindel shared that Dandelion Days has been orchestrated by a group of four committed 
ladies. She urged the E-board to assume the role of organizing and coordinating the cherished 
community festival and offered some support. Planning for the festival traditionally begins now 
and involves coordinating vendors and music. Jason recommended the E-board take a larger 
role in this coordination as well as brainstorm how to provide funds to support the coordination. 
Jim Jim proposed that this would be a good venue for the 20th anniversary celebration of the E-
board.  
 
Jose Miranda volunteered to serve on the Dandelion Day subcommittee.  
 
Noxious Weeds 
Jose Miranda proposed a pamphlet on the educational benefits of weeds could be developed. 
Jose requested that this be incorporated in the upcoming E-board budget discussion.  
 
Purchasing Traffic Counters 
The Aspen Skiing Company Environmental Foundation denied funding for the two traffic 
monitors. Jason White shared that this is a tool to provide baseline data on how traffic operates 
at the local level. Patrick Hunter emphasized how this can reveal more data about emissions 
from transportation, already a significant slice of Carbondale emissions pie.  
 
Garrett Fitzgerald volunteered to analyze the data and to set up the traffic counters.  
 
Mark O’Meara affirmed that analyzing data would not be in the purview of Town staff and that 
the traffic counters would live at the Public Work. Jim Jim Kirschvink questioned whether a 
sensor version was considered. Jason explained that the rubber hose was preferred due to 
lower costs, consistency with Garfield County and the proven-technology.  
 
Heather Henry emphasized that there is urgency to get this on the December 26th agenda. 
Jason and Colin volunteered to submit the memo.  
 
Motion passed: Patrick Hunter moved to recommend the Board of Trustees approve spending 
for the purchase of two MetroCount traffic counters for the purpose of conducting research into 
Carbondale traffic patterns and emissions, as a component of the 2017 Climate and Energy 
Action Plan with the intent of using funds from the 2017 E-board budget. Scott Mills seconded 
the motion and it was approved; eight in favor; 2 abstains.  
 
Reports & Updates 
There were no reports & updates.  
 
Adjournment 
The December 18, 2017, regular meeting adjourned at 8:02 pm. The next regular meeting is 
scheduled on January 22, 2018 at 6:00 pm. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 



Sarah Gruen 
CORE liaison 
 


